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( DESCRINE THE PRACSENT AND ORIGINAL {If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The tiny settlement at lanover Court llouse has changed little in
size or appearance since the early nineteenth century. Some twentieth
century commercial development has occurred at the northern edge of the
village, bul this growth has had little visual impact on the historic core.
The most handsome and least altered approach to the settlement is from the
soulh where from about a mile distant there is an unspoiled vista of the
small cluster of buildings and tall trecs set on the c¢rest of a ridge.
| Surrounding ©his cluster arce open ficlds. The focal point for the village
is, of course, Lhe famous colonial court house, built around 1735, It
stands necar the eastern edge of the court house green - a broad lawn dotted
with shade trees and boxwoods, bordered on the east and north sides by an
carly brick wall. Considered the classic example of colonial Virginia
] court house design, the T-shaped, hipped roof structure is laid in Flemish
] bond with glazed headers and is fronted by a five~bay brick arcade. The
rcar of the building may originally have had an apsidal end similar to that
on the old Isle of Wight court house but the end has been extended and is
now rectangular.

Flanking the court house on the south is an old jail, a nearly. _
square building covered by a pyramidal roof, The large stones of its walls
] were quarried from the nearby South Anna River and are laid in an ashler
h patterm. Built around 1835 to replace an earlier jail, the present struc-
ture was extensively renovated in 1916. To the south of the jail is the

Pamunkey Regional Library, a handsome one~and-one-half-story structure builf
(: in the Virginia colonial style of the late seventeenth century. Completed
| in 1942, the library, along with many other similar buildings in Virginia
county seats, was the gift of Mr. David K. E, Bruce, and was e¢rected by the
A firm of Claiborne and Taylor of Richmond. Flanking the court house on the
} north is the clerk's office, a simple one-story brick building with a gable
roof, bhuilt around 1835.
¥ Forming the western boundary of the court house green is what was
formerly the old stage road and is now U.S. Route 301. PDirectly across the
road, opposite the court house is the venerable Hanover Tavern, a rambling,
picturesque two-story frame building now used as & restaurant-theater known
as the Barksdale Theater. The very long front of the tavern is broken by
; a one-story front porch and a two-story wing which projects towards the
3 court house. A tavern has apparently occupied the site of the present
: building since the early eighteenth century, but the exact age of the build-
ing and its various parts is uncertain. It is known, however, to have
been standing prior to the Revolution when it was owned by John Shelton,
father-in-law of Patrick Henry.

All of the buildings in the historic core of the village stand in
good condition,. The court house still serves its original functionm,
| although most of the county offices are now housed in low, modern buildings
on the north side of the green.
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{71 Conservation 1 Musie 3 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

llanover County was created from the western portion of New Kent
County in 1720, and was named in honor of the Llector of Hanover. It is
uncertain when the site of the county seat was selected, but apparently the
county justices met in a tavern on the site of the present tavern for several
yvears prior to the erection of the present court house around 1735. As it
has cvolved over the past two centuries the Hanover counly seat now forms a
classic example of a Virginia court house community. All the cssencial
clements of this distinctive form of administrative community are preserved
in this tiny undisturbed settlement. '~ The famous court house building, a
major monument of colonial Virginia public architecture, forms the historic
as well as visual focal point of the community. It was in this building in
1763 that Patrick Henry pled tne Parsons' Cause. In 1969 the court house
was singled out for recognition on the National Register of
Historic Places. The oid stone jail and brick clerk's office are early-
nineteenth century additions to the court house green. The first clerk's
office for the Hanover court was located some eight miles east of the Court
House, at "Buckeye'", home of William Pollard, who served as clerk from
1740 vo 1781.

The rambling frame tavern across the road from the court house
forms the remaining essential element of a court house community. One of
the bust preserved and most picturesque eighceenth century taverns in
Virginia, Hanover Tavern also ranks among the Commonwealth's most historie.
AL one time it was owned by John Shelton, father-in-law of Patrick Henry,
and Henry himself lived in the tavern while pleading the Parsons' Cause.

The establislment was also patronized by Lord Cornwallis while he was in
pursuit of LaFayette. The Marquis of Chastellux visited the tavern after
the Revolution and wrote the following of his stay: '"Mr. Tillman, our land-
lord at Hanover Court House...though he lamented his misfortune at having
iodged and boarded Lord Cornwallis and his retinue without his Lordship's
having made the least recompense, could not help laughing act the fright wnich
the unexpected arrival of Tarleton spread among a considerable number of
rontlemen who had come to hear the news, and were assembled in the Jourt
House."

Several battles were fought in the vicinity of the court house
during the War Betwcen the States. It was in the village in 1862 that
J.E.B. Stuart received his commission as major general in the Confederate
Army.
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i0. GEOGRAmﬂCALDATA o J
TTTUDE AMD LONGITUDE COORDINATES L CATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES ’
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPEATY v} DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF & PRORERTY
- R OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES
CORNER . LATITUOE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Secands §Degreas Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 37 a L’|.'T) » 50 " 770 22- 07n Q ] - - r "
NE 37 ° 45° 50° 77° 21" 55
- o . » - . "
SE | 37° 457 36 77° 21" 55
SW 370 L5 Q" 27 22+ . Q7"
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 20 acres

Li5T ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CoDE COUNTY CCDE

]
S5T&TE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
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STATE: CODE COUNTY: co

-11.

LRl

FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TiTLE:

STAFF. ViRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION, .lames. W. Moaody., Dizector

SN I—

ORGANIZATION DATE
VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION t_Junc 29, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER: !
Room 1116, Ninth Street Office Building |
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Richmond Virginia 51

2.

STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

. by certify that this pr ry is included i
tional Hisloric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 1 hereby certify that this property is in luded in the

89.665). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the Nationai Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by tne Nati 1 k Service. The recommended - - -
forth by tne National Park e ' Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

level ol significance of this nomination is:
Nationai [} State B Local [

(Y

."-?\[ ,\\ A / /\ Date
Name B Yo '/Z, ; !

< ATTEST:

James W. Moody, Jr., Dlructor
Virginia Historic Tandmarks Commission

Keeper of The National Register
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Form 0‘-3000
. (July’l 969}

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE VIRGINIA
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |CouUNTY
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM HANOVER
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

{Number all sniries)

The southern boundary is the intersection of Rt. 301 and Rt. 1001.

Property Map Form 2. and Property Photograph Form 2.

The boundaries extend .1 mi. NE and .1 wmi. S.W. of Re. 30L.
The northern boundary extends .l mi. N of intersection of
Rt 301 & Rt. 1006, The southern boundary is the intersection
of Rt. 301 and Rt. 1001.

Histuric American Buildings Survey Inventory

1959 Federal
Library of Congress
Washington, D, C. Code: 1l
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. HANOVIGR
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
. {Type all eatrics - aftach to or enclose with map) ENTRY MUMBER oATE
Z [T NAME
o cowmon:  flanover County Court House Preservation Zone
-_— anNe or HisToRIC:  j[anover County Court louse Preservation Zone
- |2 LOCATION _ )
U STREET AND NUM BER:
{Sce continuation shecet})
: CITY VC’);;’GWN:
o tlanover
- STATE: . copE |[COUNTY: CODE
. Virsinia 51 HANOVER 5
- [3._MAP REFERENCE '
SOURCE:
- .$.G.S. 7%' quadrangle Hanover, Virginia
w SCALE: ].:24000
m DATE: 19&9
- [4, REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and fongitude references.
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE VIRGINTA
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
HANOVER
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NP$S USE ONLY
vy {Type ail entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
- Z [IUNAME ,
© COMMON lianover County Court ilouse Preservation Zonc
—_— anp/ormistormic:  Jlanover Councty Court House Preservation Zone
— [2. LOCATION - :
U STREET AND NUMBER:
- (S¢e_continuvation sheet)
CITY OR TOWN:
oc Hanover
| STATE! CODE |[COUNTY: cope
v Virginia 51 Hanover 085
- [. PHOTO REFERENCE
— rroTo creol:  Virpginia State Library
DATE OF PHO TG: 1964
(V7] NEGATIVE FILED AT:
w Virpinia State Libraryv; Richmond, Virginia
- (4. IDENTIFICATION L S S ; ' '
DESCRIBE YIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
1- VIEW OF COURT HOUSE FROM S5.W.
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